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MEMORANDUM 
TO: D.P.U. 14-140 Distribution List 
FROM: Jeffrey M. Leupold, Hearing Officer 
RE: Investigation by the Department of Public Utilities on its own Motion into 
Initiatives to Improve the Retail Electric Competitive Supply Market, 
D.P.U. 14-140 -- Information Disclosure Label - Environmental Attributes 
DATE: November 3, 2015 
CC: Mark D. Marini, Secretary 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
I. INTRODUCTION 
On December 11, 2014, the Department of Public Utilities (“Department”) opened 
Investigation by the Department of Public Utilities on its own Motion into Initiatives to Improve 
the Retail Electric Competitive Supply Market, D.P.U. 14-140 (2014).  In this investigation, the 
Department, among other initiatives, seeks to revise the existing information disclosure labels 
and, thereby, improve the usefulness of the information provided to customers and minimize 
customer confusion and dissatisfaction.  D.P.U. 14-140, at 6.  In response to written comments 
submitted on July 26, 2015, and discussions with stakeholders at technical sessions held on 
May 27, 2015, and August 5, 2015, the Department presents its proposed revisions to the 
environmental attributes component of the existing information disclosure label (“Proposal”).1  
Consistent with the discussion at the August 5, 2015 technical session, the Proposal focuses on 
information related to environmental attributes of the electric supply products that competitive 
suppliers and distribution companies, in providing basic service (together “retail electric 
                                                 
1
  To assist stakeholders, the Department attaches:  (1) the PowerPoint slides presented at 
the May 25, 2015 technical session; and (2) the PowerPoint slides and Excel spreadsheets 
presented at the August 5, 2015 technical session (see 14-140 tech session #4 05 25 15 
(pdf), 14-140 tech session #5 08 05 15 (pdf), and 14-140 tech session #5 08 05 15 
(Excel), respectively).  
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suppliers”), provide to customers in the Commonwealth.2  The Department will address the 
remaining disclosure label components (i.e., price and other contract information), and how to 
coordinate the disclosure of both types of information, once the environmental attribute 
information component of the label has been finalized.
3
 
The Proposal addresses issues related to environmental attribute information provided to 
customers through information disclosure labels and provided to the Department through annual 
reports.  Regarding information disclosure labels, the Proposal addresses the following issues:  
(1) the frequency with which retail electric suppliers update and disclose this information to 
customers; (2) the content of the information to be disclosed to customers; (3) the format in 
which retail electric suppliers present this information to customers; and (4) the method by which 
retail electric suppliers disclose this information to customers.  For annual reports, the Proposal 
addresses the content and timing of the annual reports that competitive suppliers submit to the 
Department.  220 C.M.R. §§ 11.06(4)(c), 11.06(2)(b), 11.06(2)(e), 11.06(2)(d)3.
4
  As stated in 
Section V, below, the Department will convene a technical session on December 2, 2015, at 
10:00 a.m., to discuss the Proposal and comments received. 
II. BACKGROUND 
The Department established requirements regarding the disclosure of environmental 
attribute information in Investigation by the Department of Telecommunications and Energy 
upon its own motion commencing a Notice of Inquiry/Rulemaking, pursuant to 
220 C.M.R. § 2.00 et seq., establishing the procedures to be followed in electric industry 
restructuring by electric companies subject to G.L. c. 164, D.P.U./D.T.E. 96-100 (1998).  The 
regulations established in D.P.U./D.T.E. 96-100 are codified at 220 C.M.R. § 11.00 et seq.  
Pursuant to these regulations, retail electric suppliers must disclose to their customers 
information related to the fuel, emissions, and labor characteristics associated with their resource 
portfolio(s) that support each of the electric supply products that they provide.  
220 C.M.R. §11.06(2)(d).  The regulations require retail electric suppliers to update and disclose 
this information to customers on a quarterly basis, based on information (in particular market 
settlement data or equivalent data provided by the Independent System Operator) for the most 
                                                 
2
  The Department’s existing regulations also require retail electric suppliers to disclose 
labor attributes.  220 C.M.R. § 11.06(2)(d)6.  The Department is not proposing to change 
these requirements. 
3
  See slides seven and eight from the Department’s August 5, 2015 presentation for a 
discussion of this issue, and slide two from the Department’s May 27, 2015 presentation. 
4
  The Department does not require electric distribution companies to file annual reports for 
basic service.  220 C.M.R. § 11.06(2)(d)3.  Thus, the annual report rules addressed in the 
Proposal would apply only to competitive electric suppliers offering competitive electric 
supply products. 
Hearing Officer Memorandum - Competitive Supply NOI Page 3 
 
recent one-year period.  220 C.M.R. §§ 11.06(2)(d)1, 11.06(4)(c).
5
  The regulations also require 
competitive suppliers to submit annual reports to the Department that document the resource 
portfolio information provided to customers.  220 C.M.R. § 11.06(2)(d)3. 
The Department revised some of these requirements in Inquiry by the Department of 
Telecommunications and Energy, on its own motion, pursuant to G.L. c. 164, § 1F, to investigate 
the use of the New England Generation Information System for the purpose of complying with 
the Information Disclosure Requirements contained in 220 C.M.R. § 11.06 et seq., 
D.T.E. 03-62-A (2004).  The Department established that retail electric suppliers would use 
information from the New England Power Pool Generation Information System 
(“NEPOOL-GIS”)6 as the sole basis for the resource portfolio information they provide to 
customers.  D.T.E. 03-62–A at 9.  On a quarterly basis, NEPOOL-GIS creates, for each of a 
competitive supplier’s product accounts,7 a settled certificate report (“NEPOOL-GIS report”) 
that documents:  (1) the certificates purchased by the retail electric supplier for that product; and 
(2) the “residual” certificates8 that NEPOOL-GIS assigns to the account to ensure that the total 
number of certificates in each product account is equal to the certificate obligation for that 
account.
9
  D.T.E. 03-62-A at 2-4.   
In D.T.E. 03-62–A, the Department further established that the competitive suppliers’ 
annual reports must include:  (1) the four NEPOOL-GIS reports for the applicable calendar year; 
(2) documentation that the information disclosed to customers was based solely and accurately 
on the NEPOOL-GIS reports and the competitive supplier’s sales during the year; and (3) for 
                                                 
5
  Competitive suppliers must also disclose this information to customers before initiating 
service.  220 C.M.R. § 11.06(4). 
6
  NEPOOL-GIS is a regional, certificate-based tracking system that allows retail electric 
suppliers to purchase a generator’s environmental attributes separately from the 
electricity that the generator produces.  D.T.E. 03-62-A at 2-3.  Within NEPOOL-GIS, 
retail electricity suppliers purchase renewable energy certificates to comply with the 
mandatory and voluntary renewable energy requirements for their electric supply 
products.  225 C.M.R. § 14.09. 
7
  Competitive suppliers are required to establish a separate NEPOOL-GIS account for each 
electric supply product they provide to customers.  D.T.E. 03-62-A at 14-15. 
8
  The environmental attributes listed on residual certificates for a particular quarter are 
calculated as the average of the attributes of those certificates that have not been 
purchased during the quarter.  D.T.E. 03-62-A at 3 n.5. 
9
  The certificate obligation for each retail electric supplier’s product account is equal to the 
number of megawatt-hours of product sales during the applicable quarter.  
D.T.E. 03-62-A at 3. 
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competitive suppliers offering multiple products, a statement of verification from an independent 
auditor certifying accuracy of sales assigned to each product.  D.T.E. 03-62–A at 17-19. 
III. PROPOSAL FOR DISCLOSURE OF ENVIRONMENTAL ATTRIBUTE 
INFORMATION 
A. Introduction 
As stated above, the Proposal addresses the following issues related to environmental 
attribute information presented in disclosure labels to customers:  (1) the frequency with which 
retail electric suppliers update and disclose this information to customers; (2) the content of the 
information that retail electric suppliers disclose to customers; (3) the format in which retail 
electric suppliers present this information to customers; and (4) the method by which retail 
electric suppliers disclose this information to customers.  The Proposal also addresses the content 
of the annual reports that competitive suppliers submit to the Department, discussed in 
Section IV, below.   
To explain the Proposal, the Department describes how the components would apply to 
three types of electric supply products that the retail electric suppliers offer to customers:  (1) a 
product that meets, but does not exceed, the Commonwealth’s renewable portfolio standards 
(“RPS”) requirement (“standard RPS product”);10 (2) a voluntary renewable product11 in which 
all of the renewable energy resources are tracked through NEPOOL-GIS (“voluntary 
NEPOOL-GIS product”); and (3) a voluntary renewable product in which some of the renewable 
resources are not tracked through NEPOOL-GIS (“voluntary non-NEPOOL-GIS product”).12 
B. Frequency of Information Update and Disclosure 
As stated above, the Department currently requires retail electric suppliers to update and 
disclose information regarding the environmental attributes of each of their products on a 
quarterly basis, using information from the four most recently available quarterly NEPOOL-GIS 
                                                 
10
  The RPS establishes the minimum amount of renewable energy resources that must 
comprise each electric supply product sold to consumers in Massachusetts.  225 C.M.R. 
§ 14.00 et seq.  For the purpose of this Proposal, the Department uses the term “RPS 
requirement” to include the Commonwealth’s alternate portfolio standard.  See 
http://www.mass.gov/eea/energy-utilities-clean-tech/renewable-energy/rps-aps/rps-and-
aps-program-summaries.html. 
11
  A voluntary renewable product is a product that exceeds the RPS requirement for 
renewable energy content. 
12
  The Department considers these product types to represent the range of electric supply 
products that retail electric suppliers may offer to customers.   
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reports.
13
  The Proposal would require retail electric suppliers to update and to disclose this 
information to customers annually, based on information contained in the quarterly 
NEPOOL-GIS reports from the previous calendar year.  The proposed change recognizes that 
retail electric suppliers must comply with their RPS requirement on a calendar-year basis (this is 
true for all three of the products described above).  225 C.M.R. § 14.00 et seq.  Consistent with 
this regulation, retail electric suppliers may purchase the renewable energy certificates necessary 
to comply with their RPS requirement in any of the four NEPOOL-GIS trading periods that 
comprise a calendar year.
14
  Accordingly, providing information on NEPOOL-GIS in quarterly 
reports that do not align with a calendar year may give a less than accurate picture of the retail 
electric supplier’s RPS compliance performance and could be misleading.15  Conversely, 
disclosing environmental attribute information for a calendar year based on the four quarterly 
NEPOOL-GIS reports, which comprise the calendar year, removes the potential for confusion 
and provides customers with an accurate representation of an electric supplier’s performance in 
the previous year.  The Department expects that this component of the Proposal will improve the 
usefulness of the information provided to customers, while reducing the reporting burden placed 
on retail electric suppliers. 
Unlike standard RPS products, voluntary renewable products do not have a compliance 
period prescribed by regulation.  Nonetheless, based on input from stakeholders, it is the 
Department’s understanding that the majority of competitive suppliers comply with their 
contractual obligations regarding the renewable energy content of voluntary renewable products 
on a calendar year basis.
16
  Thus, requiring competitive suppliers to update and disclose 
environmental attribute information for voluntary renewable energy products on a calendar-year 
basis, rather than on a quarterly basis, should provide a more accurate picture of competitive 
supplier performance and minimize customer confusion and dissatisfaction.   
The Department notes that the Proposal would not prohibit competitive suppliers from 
disclosing environmental attribute information to customers more frequently.  Consistent with 
                                                 
13
  Competitive suppliers must also disclose this information to customers before initiation 
of service.  220 C.M.R. § 11.06(4)(a).  The Proposal does not change this requirement.   
14
  For example, there is nothing that precludes a retail electric supplier from purchasing all 
of the certificates necessary for RPS compliance in the trading period associated with the 
fourth quarter of the calendar year. 
15
  See slides 20 and 21 from the Department’s August 5, 2015 presentation. 
16
  This is consistent with our understanding that a majority of renewable energy certificates 
created within NEPOOL-GIS in a calendar year are traded during the trading period of 
the fourth quarter of the year.  The Department notes that, under NEPOOL-GIS rules, a 
generator that seeks to sell its certificates must do so within the trading periods associated 
with the calendar year they are created; certificates that are not sold during this period are 
retired.  NEPOOL-GIS Rules, § 3.7(c). 
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the certificate trading schedule established by NEPOOL-GIS,
17
 the Department proposes that 
retail electric suppliers would be required to disclose updated environmental attributes 
information to customers on or about July 1.
18
 
During the technical session, the Department and stakeholders will discuss the 
component of the Proposal set forth in this section.  In particular, the Department seeks 
stakeholder input on whether the Department is correct in its understanding that the majority of 
competitive suppliers comply with their contractual obligations regarding voluntary renewable 
products on a calendar year basis. 
C. Content of Information To Be Disclosed 
1. Introduction 
The Department currently requires retail electric suppliers to disclose two types of 
environmental attribute information to their customers:  (1) the types of power sources that 
comprise their resource portfolios; and (2) the air emissions associated with those resources.  
220 C.M.R. §§ 11.06(2)(d)4, 11.06(2)(d)5.  The Department addresses these requirements below. 
2. Power Sources 
The Department requires retail electric suppliers to categorize each type of power source 
included in their resource portfolio(s) as either “known resources” or “system power.”  
220 C.M.R. §§ 11.06(2)(d)1.c, 11.06(2)(d)1.d.  The Department proposes to eliminate these 
categories and require retail electric suppliers to categorize their power sources as either 
“renewable resources” or “other resource types.”19  The proposed change would reflect the 
Department’s understanding that:  (1) the distinction between “known resources” and “system 
power” is largely meaningless to customers; and (2) customers are more likely to be familiar 
with and care about the distinction between renewable resources and non-renewable (i.e., other) 
resources. 
                                                 
17
  The NEPOOL-GIS trading period for a quarter begins on the 15
th
 day of the fourth month 
following the end of the quarter, and lasts for two months.  As such, the trading period for 
the fourth calendar quarter begins on April 15, and ends on June 15, of the subsequent 
year.  D.T.E. 03-62 at 3 n.4. 
18
  The Department notes that this coincides with the date that the Massachusetts Department 
of Energy Resources (“DOER”) requires competitive suppliers to submit annual reports 
documenting compliance with the RPS (see slide 18 from the Department’s 
August 5, 2015 presentation). 
19
  The resource types in the “other resource types” category would not change from those 
listed in 220 C.M.R. § 11.06(2)(d)4.b. 
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When the Department promulgated the environmental attribute information disclosure 
requirements, kilowatt-hours, or energy, from “known resources” referred to the electricity 
purchased by retail electric suppliers from specific generating resources, while energy from 
“system power” referred to the electricity not purchased from specific generating resources (and 
thus were deemed to be derived from system power).
20
  220 C.M.R. §§ 11.06(2)1.c, 11.06(2)1.d.  
After the Department directed retail electric suppliers to use NEPOOL-GIS information as the 
basis for the resource portfolio information they provide to customers, the terms “known 
resources” and “system power” became associated with the certificates included in a retail 
electric supplier’s NEPOOL-GIS accounts.  “Known resource” certificates are those certificates 
purchased directly by a retail electric supplier through NEPOOL-GIS, while “system power” 
certificates are those residual certificates assigned to the accounts by NEPOOL-GIS.  
D.T.E. 03-62–A at 4-6.   
The Department understands that the majority (if not all) of certificates purchased by 
retail electric suppliers through NEPOOL-GIS (i.e., known resource certificates) are renewable 
energy certificates purchased to satisfy their statutory/regulatory (i.e., RPS compliance) and 
contractual (i.e., voluntary) renewable energy obligations.  Thus, the “known” and “renewable” 
resource categories are essentially interchangeable.
21
  Further, identifying resources as renewable 
(rather than known) would provide customers with more useful information about the products 
they purchase.  The Department anticipates that most customers are likely to understand and care 
about the distinction between renewable and other (non-renewable) resources.  Further, we 
expect that this distinction would be particularly true for customers interested in voluntary 
renewable energy products.   
The Department’s proposed requirements for standard RPS and voluntary renewable 
products are as follows.  For standard RPS products, the resources included in the renewable 
resource category would be those resources that a retail electric supplier uses to satisfy its RPS 
requirements.
22
  For voluntary renewable products, resources included in the renewable resource 
category would be categorized as resources that a competitive supplier uses to satisfy:  (1) its 
RPS requirements; or (2) the voluntary renewable component of the product.
23
  The Proposal 
would require competitive suppliers to further categorize renewable resources in the “voluntary” 
                                                 
20
  The regulations state that energy from imports and energy storage facilities should be 
“ascribed the same characteristics” as system power.  220 C.M.R. §§ 11.06(2)1.e, 
11.06(2)1.f.   
21
  The “system power” and “other resource” categories are similarly interchangeable 
because both are associated with the environmental attributes of the system at large.  
22
  See Excel spreadsheet “Disclosure of Non-Price Information (tab title, RPS Product)” 
from the Department’s August 5, 2015 presentation. 
23
  See Excel spreadsheet “Disclosure of Non-Price Information (tab title, Voluntary 
Renewable Product)” from the Department’s August 5, 2015 presentation. 
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category as:  (1) an RPS Class I resource located in Massachusetts; (2) an RPS Class I resource 
located outside of Massachusetts; or (3) other renewable resources (i.e., non-RPS Class I 
resource).  Our Proposal is based on our preliminary conclusion that not all renewable resources 
provide equal value to customers, and that such categorization will enhance customers’ 
understanding of the “quality” of the voluntary renewable product that they receive (see 
Massachusetts Energy Consumers Alliance Comments at 1). 
During the technical session, the Department and stakeholders will discuss the 
component of the Proposal set forth in this section.  In particular, the Department seeks 
comments on whether the Department is correct in its understanding that the majority (if not all) 
of certificates purchased by retail electric suppliers through NEPOOL-GIS are renewable energy 
certificates purchased to satisfy their statutory/regulatory and contractual renewable obligations. 
3. Air Emissions 
The Department requires retail electric suppliers to provide a comparison of the air 
emissions associated with their resource portfolio with:  (1) the average air emissions of the 
regional power system; and (2) the air emissions of a new generating unit.  220 C.M.R. 
§ 11.06(2)(d)5.
24
  The Department does not propose to revise the air emissions information that 
retail electric suppliers must disclose to their customers.  We seek, however, to base both the 
regional and new unit emissions information on information provided through NEPOOL-GIS. 
Data regarding regional and new unit air emissions are currently provided by 
Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection (“DEP”) and ISO New England, Inc.  
The Department directed retail electric suppliers to use these sources to report air emissions until 
these data are produced within NEPOOL-GIS.  D.T.E 03-62-A at 7-8.  The Department 
understands that NEPOOL-GIS creates a “system power” certificate that lists environmental 
attribute information for the New England regional system.  As such, the Proposal requires that 
retail electric suppliers use this certificate to determine the emissions for the regional average.  
The Department is unaware whether there is a certificate created by NEPOOL-GIS that could be 
appropriately used for determining the emissions of a new generating unit.  
The Department seeks comments on the air emissions portion of the Proposal and 
comments on whether:  (1) the Department is correct in its understanding that NEPOOL-GIS 
creates a system power certificate that lists environmental attribute information for the New 
England regional system, and thus could be used to determine regional air emissions; and 
                                                 
24
  The enumerated emissions are:  (1) carbon dioxide; (2) nitrogen oxides; (3) sulfur 
dioxide; and (4) heavy metals (when DEP determines that reliable and actual information 
becomes available).  The Department may require the comparison of additional emissions 
at a later date, in consultation with DEP.  Emission rates are to be calculated as pounds 
per kilowatt-hour.  220 C.M.R. § 11.06(2)(d)5. 
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(2) NEPOOL-GIS creates a certificate that could be used for determining the air emissions of a 
new generating unit.
25
   
D. Format of Information to be Disclosed 
The Department requires retail electric suppliers to present information on the power 
sources that comprise their resource portfolio in table format.  See 220 C.M.R. § 11.06(2)(e) 
(information disclosure labels formats included as Attachment B1 through B4 to the regulations).  
In place of the current format, the Proposal would require retail electric suppliers to present this 
information in the format shown in Attachments A and B (for standard RPS products and for 
voluntary renewable products, respectively).
26
  During the technical session, the Department and 
stakeholders will discuss the component of the Proposal set forth in this section.  In particular, 
the Department seeks stakeholder input on the proposed formats.  In addition, the Department 
invites stakeholders to propose alternate (i.e., improved) explanatory language to the language 
included in Attachments A and B.   
E. Method of Information Disclosure 
The Proposal would require retail electric suppliers to disclose the environmental 
attribute information by a means to be agreed upon with their customers (e.g., U.S. Mail or 
email).  If the retail electric supplier and customer do not agree on the means of communication, 
then the retail electric supplier must use U.S. Mail.   
IV. ANNUAL REPORT 
The annual report that competitive suppliers submit to the Department documents the 
environmental attribute information that competitive suppliers provide to customers.  
220 C.M.R. § 11.06(2)(d)3.  The Department requires each annual report to contain:  (1) the four 
information disclosure labels issued during the calendar year; (2) the four quarterly 
NEPOOL-GIS reports that are the basis for the information included on those labels; 
(3) documentation that the information disclosed to customers was based solely and accurately 
on the NEPOOL-GIS reports and the competitive supplier’s sales during the year; and (4) for 
competitive suppliers offering multiple products, a statement of verification from an independent 
auditor certifying accuracy of sales assigned to each product.  D.P.U. 03-62-A at 14-15, 17.  The 
Proposal retains these requirements, with the exception that the annual reports would include a 
single environmental attribute disclosure label for the calendar year, rather than four quarterly 
labels (see, Section III.B, above).  In addition, the Proposal would require competitive suppliers 
to include in their annual reports a product summary sheet that lists information about the types 
                                                 
25
  More specifically, we seek comment on whether there is an actual, new generating unit in 
the NEPOOL-GIS system for which the certificate could be used for this purpose. 
26
  For illustrative purposes, the Department includes, as part of Attachments A and B, the 
Excel spreadsheets that underlie the data presented therein. 
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of electric supply products they are selling (see Attachment C).  Finally, the Proposal specifies 
the types of information that competitive suppliers would include in their annual reports to 
document that the environmental attribute information disclosed to customers was based solely 
and accurately on the NEPOOL-GIS reports and the competitive supplier’s sales during the 
applicable calendar year.  As discussed below, these requirements differ for each type of electric 
supply product.  
For each standard RPS product, the Proposal would require competitive suppliers to 
provide a statement attesting that the information included on their environmental attribute 
disclosure labels is consistent with the information included in the RPS compliance filing they 
submit annually to DOER.  For each voluntary NEPOOL-GIS product, the Proposal would 
require competitive suppliers to provide a certificate summary sheet that documents the manner 
in which the competitive suppliers allocate the renewable energy certificates purchased through 
NEPOOL-GIS between the RPS-required component and the voluntary renewable component of 
the product (see Attachment D).  In addition, competitive suppliers would provide statements 
attesting that:  (1) the information included in the certificate summary sheet regarding the RPS 
component of the product is consistent with the information included in their DOER RPS 
compliance filing; and (2) the renewable energy certificates used to satisfy the voluntary 
renewable component of the product are used for that singular purpose (i.e., are not also used to 
support renewable products in jurisdictions outside of New England). 
Finally, for a voluntary non-NEPOOL-GIS product, the Proposal would require 
competitive suppliers to provide all of the information required for a NEPOOL-GIS product, 
plus:  (1) a report, similar to the NEPOOL-GIS report, that documents the renewable energy 
certificates purchased through each non-NEPOOL-GIS tracking entity;
27
 and (2) a certificate 
summary sheet (for each tracking entity) that documents the manner in which the competitive 
suppliers allocate the purchased renewable energy certificates between the RPS-required 
component and the voluntary renewable component of the product.  Further, for those voluntary 
non-NEPOOL-GIS products that include resources that are not tracked through one of the 
identified tracking entities, the Proposal would require competitive suppliers to provide 
third-party verification that the applicable renewable energy certificates:  (1) were actually 
purchased; and (2) were used solely to satisfy the competitive supplier’s contractual obligations 
to Massachusetts customers. 
Table 1, below, provides a summary of the proposed annual report filing requirements.  
The Department seeks comment in general on the proposal set forth in this section.  In addition, 
the Department seeks comments on whether any of the information to be provided as part of the 
annual report is confidential and, if not confidential, whether any of it (either in the format that 
                                                 
27
  The tracking entities are:  ERCOT, M-RETS, MIRECS, NAR, NC-RETS, 
NEPOOL-GIS, NVTREC, PJM-GATS, and WREGIS. (See U.S. Department of Energy’s 
National REC Tracking Systems). 
Hearing Officer Memorandum - Competitive Supply NOI Page 11 
 
the Department receives or a revised format) should be made available on the Department’s 
website. 
V. STAKEHOLDER INPUT 
During the technical session, the Department seeks stakeholder input on each component 
of the Proposal, including the following questions: 
1. Is the Department correct in its understanding that the majority of retail electric suppliers 
comply with their contract obligations regarding voluntary renewable products on a 
calendar year basis (see Section III.B)?  
2. Is the Department correct in its understanding that the majority of certificates purchased 
by retail electric suppliers through NEPOOL-GIS are renewable energy certificates 
purchased to satisfy their statutory/regulatory and contractual renewable obligations (see 
Section III.C.2)? 
4.  Is the Department correct in its understanding that NEPOOL-GIS creates a system power 
certificate that lists environmental attribute information for the New England regional 
system, and thus could be used to determine regional air emissions (see Section III.C.3)? 
5. Does NEPOOL-GIS create a certificate that could be used for determining the air 
emissions of a new generating unit (see Section III.C.3)? 
6. Is any of the proposed information to be provided as part of the annual report confidential 
and, if not confidential, should that information be made available on the Department’s 
website (either in the format that the Department receives or a revised format) (see 
Section IV)? 
The Department will conduct a technical session on Wednesday, December 2, 2015, at 
10:00 a.m., at the Department’s Office, One South Station - 5th Floor, Boston, 
Massachusetts  02110, to discuss the Proposal. 
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Table 1 -- Summary of Annual Report Requirements Proposal 
 
 
 
Standard 
RPS 
Product 
Voluntary 
NEPOOL-
GIS Product 
Voluntary non-
NEPOOL-GIS 
Product 
Product Summary Sheet X X X 
Annual Disclosure Label X X X 
NEPOOL-GIS Reports X X X 
Certificate Summary Sheet(s)  X X 
Reports from Other Tracking Entities   X 
Attestations 
- RPS compliance information 
consistent with DOER compliance 
filing  
X X X 
- Renewable energy certificates 
used solely in MA 
 X X 
Independent Verification of non-Tracked 
Certificates 
  X 
